A0 Tuesowy, M 25, 1997

Tie Wasningros Post

GREEN, MORE OR LESS

County’s Open Space
Is Preserved—for Now
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The concept of stewarditip is
backed by Maryland courts, ging lo-
cal governments wide authomty to set
up programs that benefit. the commm-
ity as a whole. In Virginia courts, by
usually outweighs the community
good. That leaning, land-use lawyers
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say, would favor landowners if govern-
ments tried to set aside lrpge green
areas. Local governments in Virginia
abso would have to get the state’s per-
mission before establishing a reserve
of open space, a requirement not m-
posed on Maryland counties.
Maryland is far from being a preser-
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understood something about Bving on
the soil, &0 | had sentiments. resonant
with farmers,” said Hanson, now a pro-
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Family tradition: Ben Allnut, whose family has been farming near Seneca Creek for 200 years, surveys his fields after planting raspberry bushes.
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SAVING THE FARM IN MONTGOMERY COUNTY

eeking to balance howsing, jobs and commerce while
preserving formiond, Montgomery County has
set aside nearly o third of ifs areq as an
i reserve. But the county will

always foce the threal of
development in thal area af it
adds people and jobs.
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TOP FARMLAND PRESERVATION COUNTIES
A list of the top 10 counties im the United States that preserve farmiand,

seven of which are in Mardand, is shouwn below:
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Montgomeny (MO} 317,000 93,252
Marin (CA) 264,000 165,000
Carroll (MD) 289,920 190,715
Lancaster (PA) 600,000 400,000
Sonoma (CA) 1,000,000 967,680
Howard (MD) 161,349 44,600
Caroline (MD) 205,383 121,602
Harford (MD) 281,600 100,000
Baftimore (MD) 380,400 100,000
Quesen Anne (MD) 238,977 nfa
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SOURCE: Farmisnd Pretercabon Report, Bowers Publishing inc. is Sirest Md
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